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G E O G R A P H Y  W O R K S H E E T  

S N O W D E N ’ S  G E O G R A P H I E S  

Dr Chandra Shekhar Balachandran  

Key 
geography 
concepts: 

1. Location. 
2. Sovereignty. 
3. Boundaries. 
4. Maps as tools of geographic communication. 

Other subject 
linkages:  

1. Political science. 
2. International law.  

Background: Personal privacy is bounded by visible and invisible boundaries. Visible 
boundaries include walls, fences, etc.; invisible boundaries include 
electronic, legal, social, and cultural factors. In a democracy, these 
boundaries are to be protected. What happens when these are intruded? 

Opening: Under the constitution and law of the USA, citizens of that country enjoy 
protection of their privacy. However, the NSA has been monitoring every 
single electronic transaction – email, chat, mobile, SMS, etc. – in the world. 
This included violation of the U.S. constitutional protection of citizens’ 
privacy by invoking special provisions of laws that aim to protect the 
country from terrorist attack. Likewise, surveillance has been going on in 
the U.K. as well. Edward J. Snowden was an employee of a private company 
that is contracted by the U.S. National Security Agency. He accessed and 
copied a lot of highly secret files, then fled the USA, and revealed some of 
the secrets. He says he wanted to get a public discussion of the issues 
involved and that secrecy is not good. This exercise looks at the geographies 
of his story. 

Definitions:  Sovereignty – “A nation or state's supreme power within its borders. A 
government might respond, for example, to criticism from foreign governments 
of its treatment of its own citizens by citing its rights of sovereignty.” 
http://bit.ly/141M0p4  

The story: Read the story at http://www.tigs.in/snowden/ 

Vocabulary 
check: 

• Air-space • Privacy • Treason 
• Sovereignty • Surveillance • Asylum 

 

http://bit.ly/141M0p4
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ACTIVITIES: 

Recap the story 

1. What is this 

story 

about? 

 

2. What are 

the names 

of the three 

main 

characters 

in the 

story? 

 

3. Who is the 

central 

character in 

the story? 

 

4. What did 

he do? 
 

5. What are 

the 

organizatio

ns 

(agencies) 

involved in 

this story 

and what 

do they do? 
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Narrative on a map 

Activity 1:  1. On a blank outline map of the world showing country boundaries, mark the 

countries involved in the stories of 

a. Edward J. Snowden’s movements 

b. The diversion of Bolivian President Evo Morales’s plane 

You can buy a blank outline map of Europe or the world at most stationery 

stores or you can download them world map from http://bit.ly/141MI5w   

Use your atlas to find the countries. 

Activity 2:  On the same map, trace Snowden’s route from his work location to where he is 

now. Use arrows and show the sequence of his travel with dates. 

Activity 3:  On the same map, show the countries that denied asylum to Snowden. Use a 

color or marking combination to show these countries. 

Activity 4:  For each country that you have identified in the preceding three activities, 

write a 1-line story of what happened in each country. Write this narrative in a 

box. 

Notes: • There may not be enough space to write what you need on the land areas of 

the map. Find a way of overcoming this limitation.  

• It would be good to work as a group. That way, you can combine all your 

ideas into a clear map narrative.  

• Put the map up on your class wall or bulletin board. 

Contact 

us: 

Have questions? Want to share your findings with others on the internet?  

Contact The Indian Institute of Geographical Studies at geo@tigs.in 

 

http://bit.ly/141MI5w

